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The Trouble For "Kybele", The Turkish Galley Coolly Received In Marseille 
Turkish Cultural Season In France Starts Badly. The Armenian Community Satisfied ... , 1 August 2009 by Krikor Amirzayan / armenews 
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Parakian Didier, Deputy Mayor of Marseilles had warned the arrival of a vessel under the flag of Turkey for the launch of the Turkish cultural season in France outraged the Armenian community of the city is almost 100 members and 000 from the Most survivors of the genocide. 

It was listened to by Mayor Jean-Claude Gaudin, the city of Marseille reduced to "minimum" program of the Turkish cultural season since the arrival of this ship should be the only official and public event in the city . 

In addition, at the request of the Armenian associations of the city, followed by Didier Parakian at the official discourse, or by statements in the press Pascal Chamassian, national secretary of the CFC, the municipality had to recall the arrival of the Armenians Marseille, following the Armenian genocide of 1915 and establish hope that Turkey recognizes in turn the crime. 



Daniel Hermann at the center saying the word -genocide-, Didier Parkian -Deputy- and the Turkish officials -shocked



After the official ceremonies were held at Fort Saint-Jean, in a statement read out before the Mayor of Marseille and in the presence of elected officials-including Daniel Hermann, Deputy Assistant Commissioner for Culture and Didier Parakian, deputy in charge of business development abroad Elyane-Kazandjian, President of CFC-Marseille, satisfied, said "The council has not rolled out the red carpet." In a joint letter with the Greek Cypriot and associations, she thanked Jean-Claude Gaudin did not have "personally received" the ship. Obviously, this transaction insidiously charming, usurping the image of a civilizing Greece, wants to forget that of a conquering Turkey destructive and that flouts the rights of minorities. "" We are well aware that setting instead of the Turkish season in France has placed in a dilemma with one hand, the obligation was made to the City to receive this crew, and also your commitment to the citizens of Armenian origin and that we are you've always argued the case. 

This Thursday 30 July 2009 the Turkish vessel was finally thrown its anchor in a corner of the port of Marseilles without the pomp that was expected. You have decided not to personally welcome. We interpret your decision as a further demonstration of your support for our cause. We are very sensitive and you express our gratitude. 
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On the left the Consul of Turkey in Marseille requesting explicatiions Harmann Daniel and Didier Parkian


We regret that the other cities in France attach disproportionate importance to this season of Turkey pays tribute to an heir to a state criminal past that he refuses to acknowledge and which claims to have its place in a Europe which is far from share values. We see these events reflect some form of denial against which we are not protected. 

That is why the consideration and vote by the Senate of the criminal law punishing the denial of genocide becomes more urgent and necessary to dispel our concerns and preserve civil peace in France. 

Thursday 30 July, the Kybele "replica of the ancient galley borrow their way to Protis, moored on the quay Saint Jean at the entrance to the Old Port of Marseille. One hundred visitors and some officials greeted the ship. For Jean-Pierre Salvetat, president of the Association France-Mediterranean Turkey, "it is a cultural event, which deals with historical facts dating back to 2600 years." The controversy is not of 
be "and" the pressures are not relevant, "he says in the press. He was initially Cybèle dock in the Old Port, has finally anchored at Fort Saint-Jean, at the entrance to the Old Port. 

His arrival in Marseille had yet been made by the French Consulate in Istanbul as "one of the major events of the season in Turkey in France." 
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Some members of CFC-Marseille before the Mayor of Marseille. At the center Elyane Kazandjian and Didier Parakian

Thursday afternoon, the twenty crew submarines, archaeologists and students-was welcomed by the Deputy Mayor for Culture, Daniel Hermann at a small ceremony attended by the Consul General of Turkey Marseilles, Özer Aydan. The mayor of Marseille Jean-Claude Gaudin and his first deputy Roland Blum had preferred not to be present at this ceremony that became a sort of "flop" or "hard" for the Turkish propaganda. 

Small false note, major consequences, in his welcoming speech D. Hermann who had insisted on the tradition of hospitality in Marseille forgot my pronounce the "genocide". But including the effects of his "forgetfulness" and before the strong protests from members of the Armenian community he was shocked and saying "I forgot a word I wanted to say (...) genocidal tragedy" as regards Armenians. Coup de froid Turkish officials, including the Consul of Turkey in Marseille, Özer Aydan. The Turkish cultural season in France begins in Marseille with a hint of scandal and indignaton leaving indelible traces on the course of events. Turkish cultural season could not start worse. 
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