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Historical ship returns to Turkey

Wednesday, June 16, 2010

ISTANBUL - Anatolia News Agency 

A historical “bireme” ship, one with two sets of oars on each side, that was reconstructed by a Turkish association returned Tuesday to Istanbul from a journey in France.

The 360 Degree Historical Research Association of Turkey re-built the vessel Kybele according to archaeological data, and the ship set sail in June 2009 from the shores of the Aegean holiday resort of Foça, headed for Italy and Marseille, France, to replicate a historical journey.

The Kybele returned to Turkey to participate in the 2010 Istanbul European Capital of Culture activities in Istanbul. It will be open to visitors on the Caddebostan coast, on the city’s Anatolian side, on weekends in June and July.

In 600 B.C., one of the 12 Ionian cities was Phokaia (Foça) on the Aegean in western Anatolia, which had set up many colonies on the Mediterranean, including Marseille.

The ship set sail from the town of Urla in the Aegean province of İzmir on June 8, 2009, with 20 rowers, three yardmen and 25 crew members within the scope of the historical association’s “İzmir - Foça – Marseille / A Journey into History” project.

The Kybele passed through the territorial waters of Greece, and reached Italy a month after it set sail from Turkey. The crew attended more than 400 cultural, economic and social activities, as well as several events to mark the “Year of Turkey” in France.

The aim of the project was to shed light on the sources of the shared culture of Anatolia and Europe, to awaken historical consciousness, to emphasize the influence of the Ionian colonial migrations that started in the Aegean on today’s European identity and to contribute to making the Mediterranean a sea of peace and fraternity. It also hoped to show that the Mediterranean is a continent of waters and to contribute to the perception of Turkey in France and vice versa, thus contributing to the historically friendly relations between the two peoples.

The Kybele has a 12-meter-tall mast and a 7-meter-long and 12-meter-wide rectangular shaped canvas sails. It also has 20 oars and two rudders.

